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David Brown, Virginia Brown : Whitman Juvenile Books: Reference and Value Guide  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Whitman Juvenile Books: Reference and 
Value Guide: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A BIG disappointmentBy Paige BucherschrankI was shocked to 
open this book and find that so many of the illustrations were not Whitman's colorful book jackets but instead the 
books' plain dark brown covers! Why even waste the ink to print virtually identical dark brown book covers?? And 
they aren't even books that are all that difficult to find in jackets or expensive. I know because I have a lot of them.The 
colors of the book jackets are also really off. Some of the photos are of book jackets that are really worn, torn, and 
faded but that's not what I'm talking about. I mean book jackets that appear to be in very good condition are not 
reproduced well. Bright red book jackets aren't really red, etc. Some reviewers mentioned that books are missing from 
the Value Guide. But some of my books are nowhere to be found -- Not just not in the Value Guide section of the 
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book, but also not in listed in Books Not Pictured either, not listed in Books by Volume, and not credited to their 
authors in Books by Author.I tried to squeeze out a third star, because this is the only collectors' guide devoted 
exclusively to Whitman's books, but I just couldn't do it. Now, because there is this one, no one will probably ever 
publish a really good guide to Whitman books. The good thing is that I didn't pay much for my copy.4 of 4 people 
found the following review helpful. Disappointed - Too Little Reference InformationBy The Time TravelerI had high 
hopes when I finally found a Reference Value Guide for Whitman Books, but reading the book was quite a let down. 
Perhaps I was spoiled by reading John Axe's excellent books on collecting girls' boys' series books. Mr. Axe provided 
information on the writers, plus listed all of the books in the series in all the different formats.Whitman Juvenile Books 
Reference Value Guide appears to be a collection of the books that David Virginia Brown own. Many of the books in 
my small collection weren't listed, so I knew I wasn't being given all of the books in a particular series. There is a 
couple of pages of information on Whitman Publishing, and some pages on grading your books, but there is no 
information on book authors.Hundreds of book are listed in alphabetical order, but books aren't always where I would 
expect them to be. Zane Grey's "The Spirit of the Border" is under Z for Zane. Walt Disney's "Zorro" is under W for 
Walt.There are hundreds of color book covers shown, and if a book is based on a television show or a comic you are 
given a few sentences about the history of the show or comic strip. Looking at the different book covers is enjoyable, 
and there is information I didn't know before. But if you are looking for a comprehensive Reference Guide you may be 
disappointed.4 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Great Memory Jogger Reference Value Guide !By 
Irvin GoodmanDelightful book (originally published in 1997) has been updated with '99 values. The 144 page book 
features more than 400 sharp, large, full color cover photographs of the Whitman Juvenile Books you may have 
enjoyed as a child. Sufficient background information is provided along with collectors information, grading your 
books, conventions, and more. You'll enjoy browsing and using this book. Very enjoyable !

The Whitman Publishing Co. published the 8 inch books known as 50-cent juveniles. These books provide a snapshot 
of popular culture from the years they were published, the 1910s to the 1970s. They were published in a variety of 
series such as Whitman Classics, Adventures For Boys, Mysteries, and the most notable, the Authorized Editions, 
which were gleaned from radio, screen, comic strips, and TV series. Considering the many characters and personality 
figures that were featured in the Whitman books, there is enormous crossover collectibility of these books for other 
fields. Written with the collector in mind, this book was thoughtfully organized by author, volume number, and title. 
There are nearly 400 color photos and each title has the author, volume number, copyright date, type of cover, number 
of pages, other books in the series, and a current value. It supplies all you need to know about defects and grading, and 
there's a considerable amount of historical information of the Whitman company. 1999 values. REVIEW: This book 
highlights those infrequently seen, hard-to-find items from the Depression era and the 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s. It is 
the 5th in a 6-book series.


