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Martin J. Dougherty : Visual Encyclopedia of Small Arms  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Visual Encyclopedia of Small Arms: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Awesome reading.By Kevin E. MatthewsI have read this cover to 
cover. Book was in decent condition and I'm very pleased. I will continue studying this for a long time.2 of 4 people 
found the following review helpful. From humble beginnings to state of the artBy Kenneth RobleyThis books covers 
small arms from the 1500's right up to the present day. The book is broken down into segments covering the evolution 
of firearms development. The book is lavishly illustrated with dozens of color plates and photographs. It also gives 
concise information on all of the firearms in the book. The only thing that kept me from giving this book 5 stars 
instead of 4 is that there are chapters on infantry support weapons-specifically flamethrowers, less lethal, and infantry 
anti-tank weapons. Some people would not consider this a flaw. The chapters were interesting, but IMO they don't 
really belong in a book on small arms. All in all, I enjoyed this book, as I believe anyone interested in firearms would. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1907446982


I am hoping that the author wuill produce a companion volume on artillery infantry support weapons10 of 12 people 
found the following review helpful. Filled with errors, don't buy this bookBy 2ndAmendLawUnfortunately I 
purchased this book without taking a few minutes to flip through the pages. It is filled with errors both historic and 
technical in nature. Many very common firearms don't have a photograph and instead have low detail artwork. Starting 
off on pg 36 portions of the information on the Colt Paterson are wrong then on pg 39 the listing for M1861 Navy Colt 
has the illustration for a 1851 Navy Colt. Next on pg 63 the wrong photograph is used for the 1886 Winchester and the 
historic information is questionable. I list these because Colt and Winchester are probably the most researched firearm 
brands in history with easy to find reference sources. It show just how little effort was made to produce a reliable 
reference volume. While I haven't read the entire book, I have yet to find a section without some factual error.

From the very first handguns of the fifteenth century to modern machine guns and rifles, Small Arms Visual 
Encyclopedia is a highly illustrated volume that examines all the significant small arms of the world, featuring more 
than 1000 of the world’s handguns, assault rifles, shotguns, machine guns, and other more esoteric weapons. All the 
famous weapons of each type are featured, such as the M-16, Colt .44 Magnum and MG42. Each featured small arm is 
illustrated with an excellent full-color artwork, showing the weapon in great detail with full specifications tables that 
list country of origin, weights, dimensions and caliber (with all weights and measures provided in both metric and 
imperial). With more than 1000 outstanding color artworks, Small Arms Encyclopedia is a comprehensive and 
accessible reference work that will appeal to anyone with an interest in small arms.


